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(8-94) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NOAA COMMISSIONED OFFICER BILLET DESCRIPTION
FROM: NOAA/OAR/ERL/PMEL
TO: DIRECTOR, COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL CENTER, CPC ROUTING CODE:
ADDRESS:
THRU (Liaison Officer): 7600 Sand Point Way NE
NOAA Corps Liaison Seattle, WA 98115
BILLET TITLE: BILLET #: 3358
Operations Manager, TAO Project PHONE NUMBER:  (206) 526-6800
RANK REQUESTED: (0-2. 0-3, 0-4, etc.) O-410 O-6 (This block to be completed by liaison officer) ‘
IS THIS A NEW BILLET: [_Jves [x1no
GSIGM EQUIVALENT: BILLET PRIORITY:  [X]A, B, [Jc. []R
IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: TITLE: PHONE NUMBER:
Dr. Michael McPhaden Director, TAO Project (206) 526-6783

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS:

BS in engineering or physical science. Experience in oceanographic moored measurement technology; Project management
experience

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS (INCLUDE PARTICULAR SECURITY CLEARANCES, SKILLS, ETC...)

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BILLET:

This position is located at the PMEL, Seattle, WA and is part of the Tropical Atmosphere-Ocean project office, a joint effort
between the Office of Global Programs and OAR. The TAO program is an international research program aimed at
improving our ability to predict global climate fluctuations on seasonal inter annual time scales by understanding the
mechanisms which couple the tropical oceans to global atmospheric fluctuation patterns. The NOAA OGA is responsible for
directing the US effort. As part of this effort the TAO project has developed a tropical Pacific real-time observing system.
The TAO array, a basin-wide network of ATLAS wind and upper ocean temperature measuring buoys, is a critical element of
this system. The incumbent is responsible for the operational and logistical management of the TAO array.

2. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
a. Is this a supervisory billet? |:| YES |:| NO
b. If so, state number and grade of personnel supervised. Number: Grade(s):

The incumbent is responsible for operational and logistical direction of the TAO project. In concert with the Project Director
and Project Manager, the incumbent develops the strategy and schedules for TAO project operations. Implementation and
maintenance of the TAO array involves international cooperation between several nations. This cooperation includes ATLAS
refurbishments in these countries and deployments from foreign research vessels. The incumbent is responsible for
developing the system infrastructure to provide this support. The incumbent plans the ship schedules to service the arrays,
drafts the project instructions, and coordinates logistics. The incumbent coordinates equipment inventories and procurement
at the Project Office and coordinates foreign efforts to ensure that all operational requirements are met. The incumbent
participates in major cruises to direct deployment activities. Additional duties include coordination of foreign research
clearances and cruise reports, personnel scheduling, administrative duties for the project office, and coordination of public
affairs relating to the TAO project.

Return to Billet Description List



http://www.noaacorps.noaa.gov/bdindex.html

3. CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES:

TAO project requirements and priorities are determined by the Project Director and Project Manager with advice and
recommendations from the Advisory and Resources Committees. The Operations Manager works independently, receiving
only general supervision and review. The incumbent develops ones own approach to solving problems and sets time
schedules for completing the total project. The incumbent coordinates with Project staff and US and foreign coinvestigator
with little supervisory assistance. One oversees personnel in the project through personnel scheduling, overtime allocation
and travel requirements.

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

The scope and diversity of the responsibilities require a comprehensive understanding of international oceanographic
research, ocean engineering, instrumentation and marine operations. The incumbent will develop skills and experience in
working with a large international oceanographic project The incumbent must be familiar with all aspects of shipboard marine
operations and be capable of developing novel strategies for deployments and recoveries under adverse conditions with
minimal resources. The incumbent will improves ones detailed knowledge of mechanical and ocean engineering concepts
and principles as they relate to mooring system designs and packaging of submersible instrumentation for use in the deep
marine environment. The incumbent will develop a working knowledge of electronics and the technology required to obtain in
situ measurements of meteorological and oceanographic variables and to telemeter these data in real-time via satellite.

Through independent decision-making responsibilities and close working relationships with a variety of scientists, engineers,
computer programmers and technicians, the incumbent will continue to develop the skills needed to be an effective manager
capable of directing major interdisciplinary projects for NOAA.

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR: DATE:
01/30/1996




	Liaison Officer: NOAA Corps Liaison
	From Name: NOAA/OAR/ERL/PMEL
	Routing Code: 
	Address: 7600 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115
	Telephone Number: 2065266800
	Telephone Extension: 
	Billet Title: Operations Manager, TAO Project
	Billet Number: 3358
	Rank Requested: O-4 to O-6
	GS_GM Equivalent: 
	New Billet_Yes: 
	Immediate Supervisor: Dr. Michael McPhaden
	Title: Director, TAO Project
	Supervisor_Telephone Number: 2065266783
	Supervisor Telephone Extension: 
	Educational Requirements: BS in engineering or physical science.  Experience in oceanographic moored measurement technology; Project management experience
	Other Qualifications: 
	Billet Description: This position is located at the PMEL, Seattle, WA and is part of the Tropical Atmosphere-Ocean project office, a joint effort between the Office of Global Programs and OAR.  The TAO program is an international research program aimed at improving our ability to predict global climate fluctuations on seasonal inter annual time scales by understanding the mechanisms which couple the tropical oceans to global atmospheric fluctuation patterns.  The NOAA OGA is responsible for directing the US effort.  As part of this effort the TAO project has developed a tropical Pacific real-time observing system.  The TAO array, a basin-wide network of ATLAS wind and upper ocean temperature measuring buoys, is a critical element of this system.  The incumbent is responsible for the operational and logistical management of the TAO array.
	Supervisory Billet_Yes: 
	Supervisory Billet_No: 
	If Supervisory Billet_Number: 
	If Supervisory Billet_Grade: 
	Duties and Responsibilities: The incumbent is responsible for operational and logistical direction of the TAO project.  In concert with the Project Director and Project Manager, the incumbent develops the strategy and schedules for TAO project operations.  Implementation and maintenance of the TAO array involves international cooperation between several nations.  This cooperation includes ATLAS refurbishments in these countries and deployments from foreign research vessels.  The incumbent is responsible for developing the system infrastructure to provide this support.  The incumbent plans the ship schedules to service the arrays, drafts the project instructions, and coordinates logistics.  The incumbent coordinates equipment inventories and procurement at the Project Office and coordinates foreign efforts to ensure that all operational requirements are met.  The incumbent participates in major cruises to direct deployment activities.  Additional duties include coordination of foreign research clearances and cruise reports, personnel scheduling, administrative duties for the project office, and coordination of public affairs relating to the TAO project.
	Career Development Opportunities: TAO project requirements and priorities are determined by the Project Director and Project Manager with advice and recommendations from the Advisory and Resources Committees.  The Operations Manager works independently, receiving only general supervision and review.  The incumbent develops ones own approach to solving problems and sets time schedules for completing the total project.  The incumbent coordinates with Project staff and US and foreign coinvestigator with little supervisory assistance.  One oversees personnel in the project through personnel scheduling, overtime allocation and travel requirements.
	Additional Comments: The scope and diversity of the responsibilities require a comprehensive understanding of international oceanographic research, ocean engineering, instrumentation and marine operations.  The incumbent will develop skills and experience in working with a large international oceanographic project  The incumbent must be familiar with all aspects of shipboard marine operations and be capable of developing novel strategies for deployments and recoveries under adverse conditions with minimal resources.  The incumbent will improves ones detailed knowledge of mechanical and ocean engineering concepts and principles as they relate to mooring system designs and packaging of submersible instrumentation for use in the deep marine environment.  The incumbent will develop a working knowledge of electronics and the technology required to obtain in situ measurements of meteorological and oceanographic variables and to telemeter these data in real-time via satellite.

Through independent decision-making responsibilities and close working relationships with a variety of scientists, engineers, computer programmers and technicians, the incumbent will continue to develop the skills needed to be an effective manager capable of directing major interdisciplinary projects for NOAA.
	Supervisor Signature Date: 1/30/1996
	New Billet_No: x
	Billet Priority_A: x
	Billet Priority_B: 
	Billet Priority_C: 
	Billet Priority_R: 
	Return to Billet Description List: 


